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and father to his daughters, Nicole and Brit-
tany.

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to recognize Sgt.
Warren Watts for his great service to the peo-
ple of Pueblo County. His loss is mourned by
many and he will be sadly missed.

———

TRIBUTE TO COLONEL ROBERT D.
PETERSON

HON. SHELLEY MOORE CAPITO

OF WEST VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 20, 2012

Mrs. CAPITO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the accomplishments of Colonel
Robert D. Peterson, an outstanding West Vir-
ginian who served in our nation’s military. Col.
Peterson is responsible for overseeing the 300
navigable miles of the Ohio River basin. Col.
Peterson employs over 800 staff members to
maintain 35 reservoirs, and nine locks and
dams. | want to personally congratulate Col.
Peterson for his continued success.

Col. Robert D. Peterson is an outstanding
soldier, friend, husband and father. He is a
1985 graduate from the prestigious academy
of West Point, graduating with a Bachelors of
Science and from the U.S. Army War College
with a Masters Degree in Strategic Studies.
Col. Peterson was awarded the Bronze Star,
three Army Commendation Medals, two Army
Achievement Medals, the Armed Forces Expe-
ditionary Medal, Master Parachutist Badge,
and the Bronze Order of the deFleury Medal.

The awards of Col. Peterson are just a frac-
tion of what he has truly accomplished. Col.
Peterson has successfully managed 35 flood
projects that prevented over $11.3 billion in
damages while allowing over 30 million visitors
to support these regions. In the Huntington
District, he has made the most of 3,000 volun-
teers, doing over $2 million worth of service.
He has also been responsible for 94 tons of
commercial traffic with 35,000 lockages val-
uing at 18.6 billion dollars. He has issued 800
permits for mining, highway construction, flood
emergency and more. Of these permits he
was responsible for placing the Boy Scout
Jamboree within our beautiful state of West
Virginia. He has worked and encouraged the
support for projects overseas within Afghani-
stan and Irag. Col. Peterson’s efforts have al-
lowed these regions to thrive.

Col. Peterson’s work has greatly enhanced
the state of West Virginia and the world
around him. Congratulations to Col. Peterson
on his numerous accomplishments.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF THE INTER-
NATIONAL SERVICES CENTER OF
CLEVELAND

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 20, 2012

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise to recog-
nize the International Services Center of
Cleveland, Ohio, which is observing World
Refugee Day on June 20, 2012, with an
evening of international food, music, friend-
ship, and celebration of all refugees who call
Northeast Ohio “home.”
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The International Services Center (ISC) was
founded in 1916. The ISC settles refugees
through the U.S. Committee for Refugees and
Immigrants (USCRI), of which it is a partner
agency. Thousands of refugees are brought to
the United States every year because they
cannot return to their home countries and do
not enjoy basic rights in the countries where
they sought refuge. Hundreds are resettled in
Ohio.

The International Services Center helps
these refugees integrate quickly into the
Greater Cleveland community by providing
them with the tools of self-reliance: housing,
job placement, employment skills, clothing,
medical attention, education, English-language
classes, and community orientation. The ISC
offers other services as well, including immi-
gration consultation and representation, inter-
pretation and translation, citizenship prepara-
tion, acculturation classes, anti-trafficking, and
urban agriculture for entrepreneurship.

The International Services Center has
helped resettle 106 refugees in the past year
alone. Since the office opened in 1916, more
than 13,000 refugees from many countries
have embarked on a path to reach their full
potential and enjoy safety, security, and a sec-
ond chance in life.

World Refugee Day is dedicated to raising
awareness of the situation of refugees domes-
tically and throughout the world. Refugees are
a testament to the United States’ long, proud
history as a sanctuary for those who seek
lives free from violence and oppression. World
Refugee Day is an opportunity for the entire
Cleveland-area community to come together
to celebrate the contributions of our friends
and neighbors who are immigrants and refu-
gees who bring great diversity to enrich the
Northeast Ohio region.

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me
in celebrating World Refugee Day and ac-
knowledging the important work of Cleveland’s
International Services Center.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. MARTHA ROBY

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 20, 2012

Mrs. ROBY. Mr. Speaker, on Wednesday,
May 30, 2012 and part of the day on Thurs-
day, May 31, 2012, | was absent from Wash-
ington D.C. due to the funeral of a close friend
of the family that | was attending.

If | had been present, | would have voted as
the following on May 30, 2012:

Rollcall 294 on motion to suspend the rules
and pass, as amended H.R. 5651, the Pre-
scription Drug User Fee Amendment, | would
have voted Aye.

Rollcall 295 on motion to suspend the rules
and pass, as amended H.R. 4201, the Serv-
icemember Family Protection Act, | would
have voted Aye.

Rollcall 296 on motion to suspend the rules
and pass, as amended H.R. 915, the Jamie
Zapata Border Enforcement Security Task
Force Act, | would have voted Aye.

If | had been present, | would have voted as
the following on May 31, 2012:

Rollcall 297 on ordering the previous ques-
tion on H. Res. 667, | would have voted Aye.

Rollcall 298 on agreeing to H. Res. 667, |
would have voted Aye.

June 20, 2012

Rollcall 299 on motion to suspend the rules
and pass, as amended H.R. 3541 Prenatal
Non-discrimination Act of 2012, | would have
voted Aye.

Rollcall 300, on motion to recommit with in-
structions to H.R. 5743, | would have voted
Nay.

Rollcall 301, on passage of H.R. 5743, |
would have vote Aye.

———

RECOGNIZING THE 5TH MARINE
REGIMENT

HON. DANIEL WEBSTER

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 20, 2012

Mr. WEBSTER. Mr. Speaker, | am pleased
to recognize the 5th Marine Regiment and
Regimental Combat Team 5. The 5th Marine
Regiment was activated in 1917 during World
War | as the United States made preparations
for deployment to France, where the Regiment
won the moniker the “Fighting Fifth.” The
Regiment has served in every major U.S. mili-
tary engagement since World War |, most re-
cently serving in Irag and Afghanistan.

The 5th Marine Regiment, deployed to Af-
ghanistan in 2011 as Regimental Combat
Team 5, has spent the last seven months in
southern Helmand province serving in support
of Operation Enduring Freedom. Based out of
Camp Dwyer, the Marines of Regimental
Combat Team 5 are conducting operations
and ftraining Afghan forces in the Marjah,
Garmsir, and Nawa districts.

As a nation, we are proud of their coura-
geous service and selfless dedication to de-
fending the ideas that framed our Constitution
and continue to sustain our democratic repub-
lic. There is no greater debt than that owed by
people of this country to those who place their
lives on the line for our nation.

Our thoughts and prayers are with Regi-
mental Combat Team 5 as they complete their
deployment, and with their families as they ea-
gerly await the safe return of the brave Ma-
rines and sailors.

CAPTAIN STANCIL GEORGE
“STAN” JONES

HON. JANICE HAHN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 20, 2012

Ms. HAHN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the memory of Captain Stancil George
“Stan” Jones who passed away on June 17,
2012. Captain Jones was a Los Angeles Fire
Department (LAFD) Captain who spent more
than 552 years serving the citizens and the
communities of Los Angeles. He was the long-
est serving firefighter in the history of the
United States.

The last 37 years of his career were at fire
stations serving the communities of San Pedro
and Wilmington, where he served at Fire Sta-
tions 49, 53, 112 and 38. In his honor, there
is a monument outside San Pedro’s Fire Sta-
tion 112, where Stan spent many years. The
towering column engraved with his picture
overlooks the newly named Stancil G. Jones
Fire Plaza.
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